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""R'S0 
So'er Reader, 

lin end of Controverſie with good men, is 
the Advancement of the' Truth, with ill 
men,of therpſelves and their baſe Intereſts ; 
in all which God is Judge, who judgeth righteoul- 
ly, and will reward every one according to their 

works,nor doth his Judgment ſlumber, 

Moſt Parties ia Ewrepe boaſt themſelves of being 
Chriſtians, an excellent CharaCter indeed ; but the 
worſt is, there 1s little more then a Boaſt in it. lam 
not incharitablez I have firf} judged my felf, Let 
none deceive themſelves. To be like Chriſt, is to be 
a Chriſtian, and not clic; and Chriſtians are 1n Con. 
cord ; for Chrift is not divided, neither is that Body, 
of which he 1s truly Head, at Variance ; how much 
Diſcord, ſo much Degeneracy from Gcd , for he is 
022, and fo are thoſe that are born of him ; the Chil- 
dren of God are not dividcd,beccaulc one and the ſame 
holy Spirit leacs them. 

That which is the Guide of one, 1s the Guide of 
all; and by this ſhall it be known w ho are Geds Chil- 
dren, if they brirg forth the Fruits cf bis divine Sp'. 
rit, which, ſaith the Apoſtle, are theſe, Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentlenels, Gocane!s, Faith, 
Meckneſs, Temperance, againſt {uch there 1s no 
Law, And they, {ayes he, that are Chriits have 
crucified the Fleſh. with the AﬀeQtons and Luſts , this 
only will avail in the great J.uidgmert of the Lord. 
Therefore 1 beſcech all vain Contercers to confider 
of 'their own Standing, what their Work is, who 
Employes them, and what their Wages will be. | 

Tell me thou vain Diſputer and Vitious Liver, 
what is Religion without Holy Love ? what is Faith 
without Good Works? what is Worſhip without 
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Godly Fear and chrifiald;, without true Self.deny. 
al? it is not he that cryes, Lora,Lord, but be that does 
the will of my Father, {aid Chrilt, ſhall be accepted, 
There 1s a great talk of mans Laps 1a Adam, and Re- 
ſtoration in Chrilt, but they ferve only tor a ſound 
with roo many : For did pzople fincerely believe that 
they are fallen from true Love, Meeknels, Patience, 
Hamulity,Mercy, Juſtice, Purity,&Cc. and did they but 
conſider.that they are not reſtored to thoſe Heavenly 
Qualiiications, Lu: that they live 1n fleſhly lults of ous 
fort or other, ſome inVoluptuouſneſs,others in Envy; 
and therefore not really reſtored or redeemed by 
Chriſt, nor truly in a ſtate of Salvation, bur 1a peril 
of eternal Miſery, certainly they would not pals away 
their lictle ſpen of precious time in ſo much worldly 
Pleaſure, negleCt of God, and Careleinefs af the 0- 
ther World, itthcy have any the leaſt hope of 1t. 


Reaxer, the Pcetulancy, of ſome Adverſary or other has given 
occaſion for this little Treatiſe : The deſign of which is both 
to reprove him, and to hinder others from being abuſed by him, 
that fo the Innocency of a People, whom God hath raiſed by 
his own Power and Wiſdom to glority him in their Bodies 
Souls and Spirits (which are his) may be delivered from the 
miſtakes of his Ignorance, and the refleions of his Malice. 

And truly, my fervent Prayers to Almighty Cod are, that 
he would yet more and more fend forth his Light and his Truth 
to inform the Underſtandings, anc overcome the Hearts of all 
People, that they may experimentally know the Redemption 
of their Sou > from the prevalency of Sin, and the power of the 
God of this World's Luſts by the Blood of Jeſus, who is the 
Lamb of God that rakes away the Sin of the Workd ; then ſhall 
Love, Faith and Holineſs encreale, and all Unrightcoutnets 
come to an End, Amen. 
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ANSWER 


roof © of 
Falſe and Fooliſh Libel, 
CALLED, 
The QUAKERS Opinions. 
OPINION TI. 


He Quakers deny the Authority of holy Scriptures, as the Rul: 
of Faith and Practice unto Chriſtians. 

Anſwer, This we flatly deny, and charge our Adverſary to 
make it good in \terminss, in ſo many werds, or retract his 
Charge, . Fox the Authority of the Scripture is 
the Sprret j and t wer of God, which we lay 15 [] T hs 
our Rule and Guid-,as it was the Rule of the holy was the Do- 
Men of God both beforc the Scriptures were &r#ne of Lu- 
written, and when they ſpoke and writ them. And ther,Zwing- 

tus, Calvin, 
Occolampadius, B2za and Marlorat abroad; ad of W. Tina), 
D. Barns, John Frith, John Bradford, ]. Woodman, Piilpor, 
Fox, Jewel, Whittiker, &c. at home, that the Scriptures An- 
thority ts us ſtood in the inward Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, See 
my Quakeriſm a New Nick-Name for Old Chuſtianity, a:# my 
Rejoynder in defence of the ſame, frompag. 24. to pag. JO1. and 
from pag. 31,to pag. 1806, 
[® 
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toſay we Ceny it to be ovr Rule, is to ſay we deny cur own 
Priaciple, tor- owning of which you are angry with us. Ao- 
les is taken on all hands to have been the fiſt Penman of Sacred 
Story, and that we cannot riſe higher then his time for Scrip- 
ture, conlequently then the Scripture muſt take date ; but 
who will deny that Abel had a Rule to worfhip God by, Encxh 
to walk with God by, Noah topreach by, #braham, 1ſazc and 
Zacob to bclieve-by ? if *they had none, fay ſo; if they had, 
what was it, if not the Sprrizt of Truth and Holineſs, that 
ffrove with the old World, but was refsjied? And it the Spirit 
of God was the Xule of Faith, Worſhip and Prattice then, have 
we got another Rule in the room of it now ? No fuch matter; 
thole that loved & feared God inall Ages were ruled and guided 
by the Spirit of God; & though many Helpers have been afforded 
men by the Father of Mercies and Lights, yet ſti! the Spirit of 
Truth is the. great Rule in an41 through them all. This is the 
Rule of all Rules, as God is the Light ot all Lights; yea, this 
15 that Rule of the New Creature; for the walkins of the true 
Chriſtian is in and after the Spirit; yea, *rtiz the 
Gal. 6. 15. Mack of being a Child of God to be led and gui- 
Rom. 1, 14. ded by the Spirit of God, this 1s the Scripture's 
Teſtimony. There is no Condemnation to thoſe 
that walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit ;ahd as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God,are the Sons of God. The Argument 
is plain, and altogether as unanſwerable ; That which zx to lead 
Chriſtians, « to rule Chriſtians ;, but"the Spirit of Truth « 
to LEAD CHRISTIANS, conſequently the SPIRIT OF 
TRUTH #« te RULE CHRISTIANS. $0 that to deny that 
the Spirit of Truth is the Guide and R: le of Chriſtians, isto 
gainſay the Teſtimony of Scripture, and the very Tenure and 
Nature of the ſecond, new and everlaſting Cove- 
Fer. 35-33, nant of Life and Salvation; for in that ſtate the 
24. Law is writ inthe Heart, and the Fear and Spirit 
Hebr. 8.13. put in the inward Part; and what for, if not to 
rule and guide the Soul in the Path of Lite ? 
To conclude, As the Spirit of Truth revealed ts te Prophets 


things to come, and was a Rule to them in diſcerning, receiving, 
£E- 
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declaring and writing thole.things, {ois the ſame Spirit of Truth 
the Rule an1 guide to all God's People in their reading and un- 
gerſtanding of them now written? -and bleſſed are they that read 
with a good Unlerſtanding. 

And that the Simplicity of none may be abuſed, we declare, as 
we have ſrequently done, that the Scriptures of Truth were gi- 
ren forth by the holy men of God, as they were moved by the Spirit of 
God, and that they are a Ru/e, yea, an Excellent 
Rule tor Inſtrut'21, Reproof and Doftrine, and 2Twm.3.15, 
all true Chriſt:axs ought to embrace and praftice 16, 17. 
the izoly Mind and Will of Gol thereby declared. 

And they are thoſe that truly and ſuoſtantially de- Ghap.3. 1,2, 
wythe Scriptures, viho in Words own them, butin 3445- 
Works deny them, anJ1 in their Converſations 

walk not according to the godly Aules therein 

contained ; ſuch are Whoremongers, Foernicators, Gal. 5. 19, 
Drunkgrds, Lyars, Back-biters, Slanderers, fuch 20, 21, 

as the Author or Authors of this Impi@us Libel, 

Enviows Perſons, Rioters, Sporters, Vain Perſons, Lovers of 
Pleaſures more then Lovers of God : Theſe an tuch like are 
they that deny the Authority of holy Scripture; yet as the 
Devil uſed Scripture apainſt Chriſt, ſo do his Children ule Screp- 
ture at this day againſt the Diſciples of Chriſt. 


OPINION IL 
The Quakers deny the ReſurreTion of the Body. 


Arſw. The Luakers deny no ReſurreQion, þ,z, 5 TT; 
that is according to Scripture; we own the Re- ng 8. 
ſur. *on both of the Juſt and Unjuſt; and that Joh + 25 
our Adverſaries ſhall know one day to their Con- , Cor. : 5. 
tuſion, if they repent not. And as the Charge is 34, 35s 3% 


laid down, we literally deny it, and require our 27, 38. 
Adverfaries to prove it : for we declare to all - 20. 5. 
people, we own the Relurreftion of the Body 


ACCTOT - 
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according to the Pleaſufe of God : and every Seed ſhall haye 
its ewn Body; and Wo tothe Wicked in that day, 


OPINION IIL 


The Quakers deny the Perſon of Feſuns Chr:f, 


Ats 4.12. 
2 Tew, 1. 

] ©. 

Rem. 3. 25+ 
1 Fohn 2. 2. 
| Tow. 2 5, 


©. 
#tcb. 8.6. 
Chap.12.34. 


XK 87%. s. 34+ 


Heb. 7.25. 


1 Fohr 2,16. 


AMat. 7. 23. 


Anſw. If by Perlon of Chriſt is meant the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, we deny the Charge; for there is 
no other Name given under Heaven, by which 
Salvation can be obtained. *Tis Chriſt alone that 
hath brought Lite and Immortality tolight: heis 
the Propitiation, the Mediator and Intercefſor; 
and by him only can man come to God: and no 
man can come to him but fuch as come to his $pi- 
rit intheir own Hearts. And ſuch as have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them, are none of 
his. And theſe are they that deny Chriſt, that 
deny his Croſs, break his Law, and live not ac- 
cording to his Example, who tz meek and lowly, 
pure and undefiled,and ſeparated from all Sinners, 
So that the Antiehriſfts of our dayes are thoſe that 
live according to the Luſts of the Eye, the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, and Pride of Life, without God 
in the World, that is, without a ſenſe of God 
upon their Hearts: but their Minds run after the 
things that are {:en, wl ich are temporal, neg- 
leting the things that are eternal, And though 


ſuch may pxgfeſs Chriſt in words, yet it ſhall be 
faid unto them in the great Day of Account, De- 
part from me ye that work Inzquity. 


I would have our fooliſh and envious Adverſaries look at 
heme, and prepare for the Day of their Account to God, and 
leave off their Envy and Bitterneſs, and mind God's Fear, which 
will teach them to be meek and loving, fober and vertueus, 


that they may provide for their Latter-end: For pure ar - 


ſtands not in accuſing and flandering, reviling and 
perſecuting, but in keeping unſpotted of the 
World; for they who are of the World, are 
not of Chriſt; they who love the Pxide, Plca- 
ſures, Honours and Luſts of this World dey 
Chrift, they are the Antichr:ſts indeed ; for 
Chriſt faith, I am not of this World, neither is 
my Kingdom of this Wo: 1d, nor are his Follor- 
ers of this World, thercfere it i- the World hates 


. them; but rot under the Nome of Chriſt's D.ſci- 


ples,Chriftians or Children of God, by no means ; 
for ſuch the World nominally owns; but as Here- 
ticks; Blaſphemers, and the like, which hath al- 
waves been the Devil's Policy : For the Woolf 
with the Sheeps-skin on him, has in every Age 
been worrying the Shecp that hath been covered 
withthe Wolt's-skin;ſuch have called Light Dark- 
zels, and Darknefs Light: 


OPINION Ivy. 


The Quakers held, that the Light in cveryman 1s a ſufficient 


Guide uiito Saltation, 


Ar ſw. This is unfairly laid down ; but wefſay, 
that the Light of Chriſt inevery man is a ſuſhicient 
Guide to Salvation; and who Cares deny it? 14m 
the Light of the World, faith Chriſt, they that fo/- 
low me ſhall uot walk in Darkreſs but have the Light 
of Life, And faith Zohn, If we walk;n the Lig/ t, 
the Blood of Feſua Chrift ſhall eleanſe us from all 
Unrighteonſnef. Andit was the Doctrine in old 
time, The Path of the Juſt tr as the ſhining Light, 
that ſhines more and more wnto the perfetF Day. And 
the Prophet 7/arah prophetically writes of the 
latter dayes thus, Come, let us walk in the Light 
of the Lord, and by the ſame Prophet faith the 
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Folm$. 12. 


1 Folm 1.7. 


Proverbs 4. 


rs. 
Iſa. 2. 5. 


Lord 


Chap. 49. 6. 


Rom. 14. 12, 
1?.!4., 
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Lord, PA thee (Chriſt) for 4 Light tothe 
Gentiles, that thou may'ſt be my Salvation ts thy 
ends of the Earth. And the Apoſtle Pas! had that 
00d Opinion of the Light, that he adviſed tic 
Saints of old, ro put 077 the Armour of Lizht, that 
they might walk_ honeſtly as in the day, not in Ris- 
fir aud Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering ava 
H antenneſs, 40t 112 Sirife and Envy, but par ye on 
the Lord Feſus Chrijt, and make not Provifien fur 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſtsthereof. And it is no- 
thng elſe, b:t the old Few:ſh Darkneſs, that 
fpurns againſt the Light of Chriſt in our day: 
for ti:c {ame Spirit that rejeRed that Light,Grace 
aad Truth, with which he was filled in the day of 
his Boc:ly Appearance, is the ſame that reſifts and 
fleights that Light, Truth and Grace, which from 
hi Fulnels 1s diftyibuted to the Children of men; 
but as it was then, ſo it is now the Condemnation 
of the World, that Light is come into the Word, 
and that men love Darknels rather then Light, and 
the Reafon is plain, becaule their Deeds are Evi! 
Every thing loves its like. 


OPINION V. 


They hold that Pexfeftion # attainable in this Life. 


Gen. 17.1, 


Anſw. This alfo is not fairly laid down, being without diſtin- 
tion; and did not Compaſſion to the weli-minded incline me to 
celives our Judgment 1n theſe matters, I would have put our 
Adverlary upon the proof of his Afertions, without giving 
him theleaſt help by a ſight of our true Principlcs, till he had 
fixſt ſeen and acknowledged his own Ignorance an{1 Inadvertency 


We own Perfe&tion according to the Scriptures; 
Walk thou before me, ſaid God to Abraham, 4rd 
be tho perfett : who dare quibble this into an Im- 


perfetion? or who dare charge God with com- 
; manding 


— 


A 
manding what was impoſſible to A ? Noa" 
was 4 juſt man, and perfett in his Generation, an1 
Noah walked with Go1; fo did Enoch. Fob alſo 
was a perfett man, and upright, one that feared 
God andeſchewedevi, This Chriſt exhorted his 
{ciples to, Be ye therefore PERFECT even at 
your Father which win Heaven uw perfefF. This 
allo the Apoſtle ” au! praves for, That they mizhs 
be ſanitiffed THROUGH:'UT, #7 Body, Soul 
and Spirit. Again thus, Ard the very Goa of 
Peace ſanttifie you WHOLELY ; and I pray God 
our Spirit , and Soul, and Bogy be preſcrued 
BLAMELESS unto the Coming of our Lord Felus 
Chriſt. Yet further, Till we allcor: inthe Unity 
of the Faith, ard of the K nowledze of the Son of 
God unto a PERFECT man. Again, That the 
Man of God may be PERFECT. And9 to the 
Hebrews ſaith the Author of that Epiſtle, Let 
coonto PERFECTION, and once more inthe 
{ame Epiſtle he ſaitr, The God of Peace make you, 
PERFECT #»: every good IVeork to do mis Wk, 
Fhis alſo was the Apoſtle Peter's Prayer for the ho- 
ly Strangers ſcattexed throughout Portus, Galt :- 
tia, Cappadecia, Aſia and Bythima, The God of 
all Grace, who hath called us into his eternal Gliry 
by Chriſt Feſus, make you PERFECT. I will con- 
clue with the Doctrine of the Beloved Diſciple, 
t' atlay in His Lord's Boſowe, and can g-ve a bet- 
ter account of his Mind and Doctrine then any ot 
our Adverfaries can do, thus, If we walk in the 
Light as (God) s in the Light, we have fellow- 
(hip one with az:other, and the Blood of Jeſus Chi! 
his Son cleanſeth xs from all Sin. Again, 1 wrae 
nto you Young Men, becauſe ye have OV ER- 
COME the Wicked One, 
abideth in Chriſt, SINNETH ot; whoſoever 15 


born of God, doth NOT 
B 


——=5. 


Again , Whoſoever 


COMMIT SIN; fo: 


Gen. 
& 6,9, 
Fob © - Tu 


1tatthew E, 


F "4 Þ 
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Chap. 4.72, his Seed remainetl in him,and he C ANNOT $.N, 
IG, 1 7.  ecaufe he ts born of God. Again, 1f we love one 
enother, God dwelleth in us, and bis Love & PER- 
FECTED inus; God is Love, axd he that arelleth in Love dwel- 
leth in God,and God in him : Herein is our Love made PERFECT, 
th it we have Bolduyeſs in the dry of Fudgment, becauſe as he is, [> 
ARE WE wthis World. Whatſay Rioters and Envious Per- 
foas to this, fuch as revile, waſte and deſtroy their Neighoours 
for the Excrcile of a peaceable Conicience ? Doti the Love of 
God abideinthem ? are they like unto the God of Love inthis 
Worid * canthey hope for his Mercies in that World which is to 
come, who are crucl and abuſtve to their honeſt Neighbours in 
this * But more of that another time. Yet a- 
£1in, Wholoevcr 15 born of | God overcometh the 
Ciapg.4, World, and firneth not ; but he that 15 begotten 
t Sg, of Go4 keepeth himlelf chat the Wicked One tou- 
cheth him not, What think the Enemies ol Per- 
fz&tion to this ? 
To Conclude, They that deny Perteftion from 
Chap.3z. ver. Sin, deny the En: of Chriſt's Coming, if this 
4&5, 8,9: beloved D.fctiple may be Judge ; for faith he, 
Chriſt wa: manifeſted to rake away our Sins; and 
whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth not : for this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil; and what.oever is born of God, deth not commit Sin. 
And without Off-nce let me ſay, Our Adverlaries may better 
employ themtelves, then to turn Advocates tor the Devil and tis 
Kingdom, as they ſeem to do, by charging the Doctrine of Per- 


fe#:0 upon the Quakers as an Evil Opinion; for no man 1a his 


Wits can believe they intend us any Reputation or Credit when 
they fet the Mark of Pcrfe@;o1 upon our Creed, But is it nota 
grcat ſhame that men, who profels themſelves to be Chrift:ans, 
the Ditciples of that [elf-denying Jetus, ſhould make their Lord's 
Office our Reproach, and the Eng of his bleſſed Coming a Mark 
of Herelile? Why, Wagheſent but to ſave? and how docs 
he lave, it people muſt neceflarily live in Sin, that eternally lo- 
{ſeth them, and to faye them from which he is come? __ 
then 


(1: 
thou ſhale call 515 Name Feſris, ſaid the \ngel, be- 

cauſe he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins. Alas? Aat. i. 21: 
what have Men to be faved from, if not from fin ? 

for {in fet afide, manis good, and all his good; if then fin loſes 
men Heaven and Happineſs, men muſt be ſaved from it, ox they 
will be eternally loſt; for in that ſtate Chriſt will profit them 
notnung. 


To the Lnrdtions I ſhall make a brief Retur 


The firſt Quotation; G. Whitehead /aith, That the Light 
within muſt be God, b:cauſe to deny ut ſo tobe, ts ro deny the Omns- 
prejerice of Goa. 

To what is here alledpged, this brought to diſrepute our Ho- 
ly Religion, 1 anſwer, That this Adverſary has not told us 
whether they were words ſpoken or written : it ſpoken, 
where be the Witneſſes ? it written, where 
5 the Book ov Paper ? However,the words are not 1 70» 1.5 
ndefenſible, For God ts Light, andin himigno Aﬀ5s 17.27, 
Darkzeſs at all;, and he 1s Omnipreſent, there- 20. 
forein man: andinhimwe live, move and have 
our being, yea, more elpecially; for it is he that Fer. 23, 23, 
farcheth the Heart, and tryeth the Reins, and 24. 
that telleth unto man his Thoughts. Upon whom, Jeb 25. 3, 
aid one of old, doth not his Light arifc ? 


To the ſecond Wotation, viz. It is damnable Hereſts to deny 
the worſhipping the Meaſure of Light in every man. Ana that the 
Spirit which God breathed in Adam, was not Man's Spirit, out 
ancther ; the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed Lord ;, this ts 
that ere Light which lighteth every man that comes wmto the Wor la: 
lee Rob. Weſt's Book, called, Damnable Hereſces diſcovered, P. 6, 
\ Lanſiver, 1/f, That I have not the Book cited, or cannot find, 
2aly, That the Man is not entirely in Society w:it us, but there 
has been ſome Diſſatisfation in the Minds of our Friends about 
tim mn ſeveral reſpeRs, and particularly this Book was not recei- 


ied or printed by us. Yet laſtly, I know not but many __— 
things 
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things may be init ; but if inany thing it be unſound, it will no 
lie at our Door : nor do believe that the Paſſage it ſelf mayngt 
be vindicated, and that by Authority of Reaſon, Scripture an] 
the Conſent of Ancient and Modern Authars. 1 will only fay, 
that every Appearance of God is God; the Light that comes 
ſremGod is God; for God is Light, and God cannot bedivided 
from Þimfelf, and the word Mealure of Light relates to our ca- 
pacity , that receive and know only by Meaſure, and not to God, 
who, properly ſpeaking, is immeaſurable. And 
Geneſis 2.7. truc it is, that the Breath God breathed into 
Adam was Divine, if the learned Rabbies Com- 
mentators on that Scripture be .of any credit, as may beleen in 
my Rejoyzder tO /obn Faldo;, for a meer humane Soul could not 
make Adam live to God, much lefs make him the Image of his 
Creator. Andif it was the Divine Life, ] hope none will que- 
ſion if that Lite be Chriſt, who ſays expreſly of himlelt, 1 am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life; who allo fays, I am the Light 
of the World; and this is /oh»*s Teſtimony, In the Word (that 
made all things) was Life, and that Life is the Light of men; 
and this (fays he) is that true Light which enlighten; every 
man that comes into the World. So much to that Pafſaze. 


To the third Quotation, out of G. Fox and R. Hubberthor!'s 
Book, called, Trath's Defence, pag. 101, I anſwer - 

1/t, That the Quoter has wrong'd the Paſſage, and falſified 
the Book; for there is that quoted which is not there. The 
words arc theſe, as given by our Adverſary in the Name of 
G.F. and R. H. We do denythe Scriptures to be the word of G49, 
andalſoto be a Standing Rule ; and that it is dangerom for ignorant 
People to read them: iec Fox 2nd Hubberthorn, in Truth 's De- 
fence, pag. 101. 

I anſwer, All theſe words [We do deny the Scriptures to bethe 
Word of God, and alfa tobe a ſtanding Rule) are not to be found 
there, they are added; which isa great piece of injuſtice, tor 
the laſt part, which lies as if we would deny that ignorant peo- 
ple ſhould zead the Scriptures, hear the words themſelves - 
© Query. The Pricſt asks, #bether the Seriprure being _ 

vant 
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Pnd the Letter killing, A&A you (Quakers) ſar, we 131) it44 thew 


of vpthout Danger ? 

ot \ Tothis G. Fox and R. Hubberthorn anſwer : 

n] {The Letter which killeth is dangerous ; for thou takeſt it her 
Vv, to war with ag-nſt the Saints with thy carnal Mind and E xpoſi- 
[ 'ti115— A gain thus, Here you read with Danger, who ſpeak 
ed 'of them, and ſpeak a Lye; andits dangerous to read that and 
co 'make a Trade of that which the Prophets, Chriſt and the Apo- 
Cd, '[tles ſpoke forth treely ; and you wrelt the Scriptures to your 
nd (Deſtruction ; and to you tis dangerow to read, & c. 

to Now let all people of Cander, yea, common Senſe judge, if 
N- this fort of reading and ufing the Scripture be not dangerous : 
1n thus the Phariſees and Jews uled the Scripture againſt Chriſt, But 
'of does this give ground to our Adverfary to lay, We hold it dan- 
h1S gerqus tor ignorant people to read the Scripture, becauſe we 
lC- lay that a Covetous, Perlecuting or Malicious End os Ute of 
he Scripture is dangerous? O the perverſion that is made of the 
Mt words and ſenſe of this paſſage ! the Lord forgive him or them 
'at that Ceal thus with us. Hear what the {ame page fays, Bur [ 
07 fav, Bleſſed ts he that doth read and doth underſta;:d. This 1 have 
'y elle-where obfervec more at large- 

: To the fourth Paſſage, viz. That J. N. inanfwer to the lews 
ns lays, It 1s the Devil that contends for the Scriptures to be the Word 
| of God. 
ed  Icanfay the lefs becauſe I have not the Book out of which it is 
he pretended to be quoted. But certain it is, that the Devil, that 

ol loves not the very Form of Godlinels, but to cxalt it againſt the 
d, Power, and ſhelter himſelt for a Saint, has more then once on 
ent the ſame ſcore pleaded for the ſcripture againſt Chrift, and the 
Vee letter againſt the /þir:it ; not that he loveth the Scripture, or that 
| the Scripture oppoleth either Chriſt or the Spirit, but that ke 
"ne hath ſubtilly uſed the very Scripture, as little as he loves it, 


nd both to tempt and oppoſe even Chrift himſelf. This 15 plain in 
or his tempting Chriſt in Scripture-Language, and 

0- inthe Perſecutions of the /ews both againft Chriftt Aſat.g 6,12, 
and his Diſciples,'for which they urged Scripture; 


tiey 


(16) 

they relye1 upon them for Life eternal, and net 
Toby 3. 9. upon Chriſt; him they ſet at nought then, as 
and 19. 7, muchas the talle Chriſtians lleight Hs Lightnow, 
' 5-39, 40 And ipwas Chriſt's Complaint then, Iz rhem you 
think (f{aid he) to have eternal Life, but you will 
rot come wrto me that you may hate Life, Thus the outward 
Jew (et up the ſcripture againſt Chriſt in the fleſh, and thus the 
outward Chriſttan {<ts up the ſcripture againſt Chriſt in the {pirit, 
or in his fpiritual appearance n the foul, inſomuch that a man runs 
the bazard of being proclamed a Blaſpt.cmer that fpcats but of 
Criſt within, yet 1t js eypreſ. Scripture ; and of being ſtigma. 
tized for an Heretick that callyzChrift only that Word of God, 
tcwho n only that Name is fgfven in the Evangelical Writings, 
though at the ſam? time a man confeſs the hotly Scriptures to he 
oiven forth by Divine In'piration, and that they are tne Words 
of God. That the Word is his Name 7ebn will 
Tohn 1. 1. be our Warrant in the beginning of his Hiſtory , 
Revel. 19.13. and that his Name is called the Word of God /obn 
allo affirms in his Revelation. I will end with this, 
Z ike chap, 1. that Zake the Evangeliſt in his Dedication of hi; 
Hiſtory to his excellent Theophilus, now part of 
tne ſacred Scripture, callsit, A Declaration of thoſe thinzs that 
were moſt ſurely believed among them, and not the Word of God. 
We take him for our Pattern z when he is confuted, it will be 

time enough fer us to confeſs our Miſtake. 


To tbe fif:h Quotation, viz. that G. Fox fays, The Soul is 
part of God, of his Being, without Beginning, and Infinite, Gr. 
Myſtery, p. 68,9',29. Ianſwer briefly : 

That G.F. ſpeaks of the Divipe Soul, or Life of Man, that 
comes from God, by which Man liveth to God, fo Auguſtine 
calls it, 4ima anime, the Soul ofthe Soul, or Life of man's Sou} 
ſo Rabbi Nunchmanns and Hisknrni, in the Comment of Panlw 
Fagin take it, ſaying, itsof the Being of God, his own Breath, 
This is with6ut Beginning, reſpeing God, and Infinite; or 
Without End, reſpeting Man, Where is the Hereſie of this? 
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To the ſixth Quotation out of the Works of G F. junior, 


vie, We own the Scriptures as a true Dec:aration of the Sen.ts 
Conditions, 

lanſwer, The Allezation is frivol ous on the fide of -our Ad- 
wefary- for he doth not deny what G. F. «ſſerts, nor doc: G.F. 
deny but that there are many Scriptures which are Pronfl.ry, 
Thrcatning an] Prohetich ;, Coes our owning the Scriptures to be 
an accou:1t of the Expericnces of the Saints of God of old time, 
exclude any farther Character ? or tay tat thev are no niore F 
Waat: Fave PC9p-c loſt their fenfes, or muſt any thirg ſerve to 
blemiſh | Qu chers; Wanat I juſtice is cre? For ſhame Co as vou 
would be cone by. 


To the ſeventh Paſſive, allzIpe i out of G-o. WhiteLeat's A- 
polo: 'Y, PAag- 49. Viz. Toat what 1s ſpoken ſrom tre Spirit 6f 
Truth tm any 15 of 4s creat Authortt) as the Serigtures, ea aud 
Yealtey, 

L anfrrer in G. V's own wor. ls, whic: are thelc, * Taat which 
' was fpoken from the H71rit 0! Tcur 112 any is of a: 


gorerat A 51. 
The 41 ww" 


(t or.ty a» the S-riptures Chula er« = and preate: as Pre 
'cecdin; immecliately from that Spirit, as Cir ſt's wv ore were of 
* greater Authority when he ſpoke = ky t c T harifees road no 


"" eLetters; an] they an] their ipcaking 3 We Ceny : t 1 6 I's. LC, 
was my Anſwer. 

Now I appeal to the juſt Witneſ: of Gul in cvery Coniience, 
if this Ady erlary was not very &:fi1genovs to take nonotice of 
this D.ſt:nion: for, in ſhort, two thinos are 1 our F:icnc's 
words; firſt, That what comes from t!.c lame Spirit of Truth, 
is of the ſame Authority ; and vkhodcnies t! at ? no body ti.at is 
in hi; ſenſes. Nex!, That what is {poken by tac > immec te Mo 
tion, Life and Power of the Spix:t, is of more At thority (t5at 
is, Force and Efficacy to move, quicken, cnliven or opcrate up- 
onthe Hearers) then the bare readins of a C:apter in the Scrip- 
ture, eſpecially by ſuch as the Phariſees were, as a Letter can 
not give that Impreſſion which we may juſtly ſuppoſe the li oy 
Prelence, Mind and Voice of the Perfon that writ it mjgt: 

C W 
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But the Eri4 of our Adverſary plainly is tis, to make us under: 
value the Truth,of the Scripture, an1 to debale the Authority 
of theScriptuge with relation to its Verity ;z as if - waat wasfaid 
now by theSoMrit of Truth in any g9:ty Man, were more true then 
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is a crofGtuopecſtion. The difreace lying in thefz Livo things; 


! jt, Waether Cir &'s word:, {poken by his own Mouth, vwerce 
not of greater force, vitour an] authority to influence or quicken 
22 Auditory, then the {tame words written ant now read 2dly, 
Waethes the words of Chiilt, when {po\e!i by his 0 xn Mouth, 
were not of more Life and Authority then tne Scriptures rea 
by the Phariſzes, Tre arts truc, and inuch wote thelat: ler 

this Aiverfary then be aſhamed of his {a;utice, 
Folin 6. 63, Chriſt taid of the words that he ſpoke, The wor ' 

that I ſeak, they are Spirir, and they are Life ; 
thitts, © they procecded from his gracious Lips, and as they 
e uircred from that Divine Power, Glory and Authority 
4 UC GWelt in im, 


To the eighth Quotation, That Xichard Stubbs a Quaker ſhould 
ſay, That the Chrift born of the Virgin, and that dyed at Jerula- 
lem, was a FaiſeC brift, and an Antichriſt. 

I anſwer, There was never any ſuch man a Qaaker that I know 
of, nordidever any owned by us utter to borrid a Blaſphemy; 
we deteſt all/uch Impiety : belides, the ſtory 1 ſuppole came out 
of an idle Pamphlet, printed about ſeven years fince by a fooliſh 
Perſonin Londoz, to get Money; a Fictionlike to that ofthe 
Iſland of Pines, &c. But if true, whicre's the Witneſſes ? (hall 
the SAT-SO or Authority of an Enemy prevall ? what muſt any 
{tuff ſerve to bedirt the Q2k-r5,no matter what nor from wiv? 
rue is a Rigtteous God that will haye the Judgment ct theſe 
enings. 


To the nineth Paſſage cited out of G. F's Great Myſtery, paz. 
206. viz. If there be any other Chriſt then he that 15 crucified 
witnin, be 654 Falſe Chriſt. 

 anlwer, Ihave not the Book by me, but I will Rand by the 
Paſſage; 


-.. (19) 
Paſſize; for cither there is no ſuch thing as a Chri& within, or 
i/t!.cre be, there muſt be two Chriſts; or laſtly, it is the ſame 
Chriſt that ſuffered without, which is alſo crucified by fig within 
Now Ilcave our Adycriary to chuſe which of thele three he will 
accept of. Is there no Chriſt within? or is there two Chriſts, 
one within, and another without ? or is there but one Chriſt both 
wihout and within ? chuſc him whether. Bur I would tcll ov- 
Averlary , that a Cirift was revealed in Paul, and 
formicg in the Hearts of the Galztians,and wasin Gal. t. 16, 
the livly Anticnts the Hope oi Glory, and{ohte & 4. 19. 
is ia his People in this day, bleſled be the Name 
gi theLord. Yea, "twas the Apoſtolical Echor- 
tation. Examine your ſclues, whether ye beinthe Or. 13.4 
Fauh, prove your ow: ſclucs : know ye 319 your 313 
felves, how that Teſs Criſt is m you, except ye b 
Keprobates. So that luch as deny Chriſt within 
are out of the Apoſtolical Faith, and Reprobates. 
it was both Chriſt's Promile and Prayer; tos 
layes he to his Diſciples, Let not your Hearts be Jo2# 14. 2, 
troubled; ye believe in God, believe allo inme. 3, 18, 19, 
I willnat leave you comfortleſs, I will come ts 2% 
you, I willcome again. Yet a little while and 
the World feeth me nomecre, but ye fee me - Bce- 
cautc 1 live, yeſhall live alſo : At that day ye fhall 
know, that I am in my Father, and you ia me, and 
I in you. That Chriſt prayed for this Fellow- 
ſhip is as cleax ; Neither pray I for thele alone, Chap. 16. 
hut for them alſo which ſhall believe un me through 20,21, 22, 
their word; that they all may be one, as thou 23,25, 26+ 
Father art in me, and 1 in thee, tha* they alſo may 
be one inus, thatthe World may believe that thou haſt tent me : 
and the Glory which thou gaveſt me | have civen them,that they 
may be one even as We are one, I IN THEM, and they in me, 
that they may be made pericet in ore: And that the World may 
know, that thou kait ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt 
loved ms. O Rigtutcvus Father! the World hath not _—_ 
th:c, 
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( 
thee, but I have known thee, and theſe have known that thet 


haſt 


ſent m2; 


and 1 have declared unto them thy Name, and will 


declarc it, that the Love wherewith thou haſt loved me, may be 
'nthem, and I IN THEM, 
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he Blefſodneſs of the Righteous, even in this World, 


the true Diſciples of Jeſus, that forſake all for 
t:; Name, that take up his Croſs daily to their 
vain Aﬀettions ane Luſts, an1 bo!lcly confef; him 
bc ore all men by a Life of true Self denyal.O that 
all pcople would reccive him into their hearts, that 
is, mts their Love & Aﬀettion: : Behold he ſtands 
at the Door and knocks; ſhut not thy Noor upen 
Lim; let hira in,entertain hum in thy Soul, tl at he 
may waſh thee & cleanle thee by his own ſpirit, 
by £15 own w.rter, & by his own 51004,that bear wit. 
neſs for him on Earth, and thee t!-fe are but one, 
then ſhall the Love of God abound in'thy Soy] 
towards God and towards thy Neighbour ; this 
is Chrif/tanzty indeed: anithe truth is, "tis want 
of Chriſt þcing known more wit" in peovle, to 
purge their Hearts, and purifie their Conſciences, 
that ſo much Vanity & Ungodlin:f are to b2 foun! 
among Chr:ſt:ans: People can let the Devil he 
within them, but they will not allow Chriſt to be 
within them. But I would ask them and you, 
How the ſtrong Man of Sin muſt be boun'!, that 
keeps the Houle (the Heart) and his Works de- 
ſroyed, if Chriſt, the ſtronger then he, have 
not entrance and ſway m the Conſcience? for 
this know, that from within proceed Evil Thoughts, 
Murders, Adulteries, Fornication, Thefts, Falſe 
Witneſs, Blaſphemier;, theſe and ſuch like are the 
things which defile the Man, Now, who ſhall 
purge this Heart, and with what? Muſt not 
Chriſt do it,he that baptizes with Fire and with the 
holy Ghoſt, whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and whowil 
thorowly 


(21) 
thorowly purge his Floor? This was Fobn's record, that was ſent 
of God for that End. Now let thole that call themſelves Chrs- 
ftians, conſider ſeriouſly andin the Fear of God, if their Floors, 
their Hearts, be purged, ifthe Dist and Chaff be ſwept away, if 
Cheiſt's Baptiſm of Firc has burnt up their Vain Thoughts, Lufts 
and AﬀeQtions, or not z for by Fire will God plead with all fleſh. 
And let ſuch confider,ifthey have been yet baptiz'd with the holy 
Ghoſt, that makes people alive to God, and whether they live to 
God,and meditate in his pure Law ; or rather if they be not car- 
nally-minded, which is Death, let them ſee if Pride don'r profels 
Chr:ft tanity,& if Wantonneſs Vanity ,Coretouſneſs , Paſſion, Envy, 
Wrath, Malicegand ſuch like don't make Profeſſion of Religion,read, 
pray,preach,go to Church,ard the like : | fay,in the Fear of Almigh- 
ty God, letall that profeſs him and the Chriſtzas Religion exa- 
mine themſelves, and prove themſclves, whether Ze/us Chriſt live 
inthem and rule in them, or another Nature, Principle and Spirit ; 
for God will not be mocked, ſuch 45 men ſaw ſuch muſt they reap in the 
terrible Day of f udgment. 


To the tenth Quotation, out of G.F's Way to the Kingdom, 
viz. That the four Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are 
not the Goſpel. 

| anſwer, If this bea piece of Hexcfte, we have good Com- 
pany; for Paul, Jenatinu, Fuſtine Martyr, O- 
rigen, Chriſoſtom, and ſome of our Engliſh Max- Rom. 3, 16. 
tyrs are of this Mind. Paz! ſayes, The Goſpel 
is the Power of God; butit were Blaſphemy with a witneſs to eall 
theſe four Narratives or Declarations, the Power of God; im 
which there are the Sayings and Afton; of the Devil and Wic- 
ked Jews and Perſecutors recorded, as well as the Expreſſions 
and Deeds of Chriſt and hi: Diſciples. 

Itnatima, in his Epiſtle to the Philade!phians, callet? it very 
near to Paul's Expreſſionof the Goſpel, <Tagrivus ap*agrins; The 
PerfeFtion of Incorruption, which theſe four Books are not, that 
are compoſed of Paper and Letters, co —_—_ meer reports and 


Records, though never lo true ; or the Conlequence would de, 
that 
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that the Writings of the Prophets ( beaauſe Ignatiwſaith inthe 
ſame.Epiſtle, that the Prophets have anonnced and declared the 


Goſpel) arc the Goſpel in our Adverlarics aecount, ifhe recelyes 
Ionatims, that lived ſoon after. But its clear that our Adver(z. 
ries refuſe the Prophets Writings that Title, and do not give 
it even to the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, yet are diſpleaſed with our 
Tendergeſs ia not tiling theſe four Books or Hiſtories the Go. 
ſpel. 
: When 7uſtsn Martyr ſpeaks of thoſe four Books, elpecially 
when he citeth out of them tho mocking of Chriſt, propuclied of 
in the Pſalms, and of Chriſt's Silence to Plateghe ſaith), >*7p27]e: 
& Je lindlay, it 5s written and expreſſed, not in the Four Evan- 
gcliſts, or in the Four Evangelia, or in the Goſpel, or in the 
Writings of the Four Evangeliſts, as they do commonly now; 
but, {ſaith he, & Tols a Tour purrtu;s 4 [or *Amgyloay a); in 
the Records or Hiſtory of his (Chrift*-) Apoſt'es : Yea, he 
15 fo far from calling the Books of Scriptures either the Law os 
Golpcl, that he laith, Chriſt Jeſus 18 PIPT15 yopuss XE Kavi 
od 16.hnxn, the eternal Law and the New Teſtament, which accord- 
5ng to tre Prophccy ſhould come forth tothe univerſal World. 
Chry/oftom not only refuſed an Oath, but deny- 
Epheſ. 6.19. ed thole four Books te be the Evangileor Golpel, 
& 3.3. though he refuſed not to call them, The Wri- 
tings of the four Evangeliſts. So ſaid Wiliaw 
Col. 1. 26. Thorp, as may be ſeen 1a the Bookof Martyre, 
Beſides, the Goſpel iscalled, 4 Myſtery hid from 
1 Tim.1.1l. Ages and Generations, which four Books were 
not; and it is ſtill hid from all Envious, Proud, 
Luſt'ul, Vain and Evil-minded People. 

To Conclude; The Bible it felf declares of the Goſpel, but 
is not that Goſpel; it declares of the Spirit, but is not that 
S:rit;, it declares of the Lig't, but zs rot that Light; andit 
declares of the Eternal Power and Word, but t «5 nor ths Fter- 
nal Word and Power of Ged: neither is the Light, Power and 
Spirit in the Scripture, though t1ey were in thole that gave 
them forth, and live and abide forever ig him, whois the "_ 
0 


- 


+, * (Rs 
of al Wiſdom, Life and Truth, who is Lord and Auther of the 
holy Scriptures given forth by divine Inſpiration. 


To the laſt Citation and Exception, viz. that G.F. fayes, 
That we ought ret to prayto God to give wa ſight of onr Sins. 

I anſwer, That this Adverſary miſgives his words, and ſuggeſts 
by thoſe he cites another thing then is plainly and honeſtly inten- 
ded by G.F. in his own words; they aretheſe, Ard royem that 
tempt God and ſay, The Lord give wi @ ſight of our Sins; mark, 
he lpeaks to thole that tempt God, aridlet me acd, mock God 
too; for to ſuch he {peaks,as what follows declares, 252. * Prieſts 
(and People (fayes G F.) does not the Light which Chriſt hath 
(enlightned you with, let you ſee your Sin? that Lying and 
(Swearing, Curſed Speaking, Theft, Murder, Whorecom, 
* Eovetouſneſs, Pride, Luft and Plcalures, all thele thinss to 
be the Works of the Fleſh and Fruits of Darkneſs? Mark 
now, this Light within you lets you fee it, fo you need not 
(tempt God to give you a Sight of your Sins; for ye know e- 
'nough, and waiting in the Light, Power and Strength will be 
* s1ven tO YOU. 

Now, let the Impartial judge if the Conſequence of theſe 
words be, That we muſt not pray to Gedtogive us 4 pebt of eur 
Sins that we don't ſee, which muſt þe our Enemies ſuggeſtion or 
nothing, or not rather, that we ſhould not tempt and mock God 
by praying for a fight of our ſins, whileſt we ſie, and that there is 
net a fer ſaking 6f the ſins that we do already fee. 1 +k, Does it 
follow, that becauſe we ſhou!d not tempt or mock God inpray- 
ing for a ſight of the ſins we have a ſight of, and yet don't for- 
ſake, that therefore we muſt not pray to God for a ſight of thoſe 
ſins that we have no ſight of, having fiſt renounced thole we 
have had a frght of ? Well, the Lord keep our Lives out of the 
Power of a Jury that would take thiz Latitude of Ccnftrufti- 
6n. 
The following woxds of that good man are thefe, and very fa 
reury and Chriſtian they are ; © For they that wait upon the 
'Lord, their ſtrength ſball be renewed (tut tor what, it not to 
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forſake ſin, and ſerve the Lord Gol) and living in the Lipht, 
«nl walking up to God, it will br.nz you to true Hunger and 
«Thirſt xfter Rizhtevulneis, that you may receive the Bleſſing 
«from Got, and give over tempting of GoJ to give you a fight 
« of your fias. And why? hecaule you lee more then you tor- 
fake; forſake what you fee, betore you pray for more fight; for 
all iuch Prayer in fuch Di{obedience is a meer 
Pſalm io), Mockery, ani Gol will not be mocked: and he 
7, it known to all, tia: Gol ha; determined not to 
Prov 28g. hear the Prayers of the Wicked; for they are, 
Iſa. 1. i3, fayes the Prophet, an Abomination unto him. 
14, I5. This yet appears to be his lente by the following 
Parazraph; * And to all ye that fay, God pive 
© us Grace and we ſhall refrain from our Sin; there ye have got 
* a tempting cuſtomary word; for the free Grace of God has ap- 
© peared to all men, and this is the Grace wilich ſhews you Un- 
« godlincts and Worldly Luſts : Now, thou that liveſt in Ungod- 
© lines, Lying, and Swearing, and Thetc, ani Murder, and 
* Drunkenneſs, and Filthy Pleaſures, an! lu t.ng aftes the World, 
© thou art he that turns the free Grace of God into Wantonneſs, 
© and caſts his Laws behind thy back, aud walkeſt deſpightfully 
© azainſt the Spirit of Grace. Oh vain man! yet thou canſt ſay, 
©God is merciful, and live in thy Wickednels, paſſing on thy 
© time without the Fear of God, {porting thy ſelf in thy Wick- 
© edneſs. 

What think you now ? Does this manſay, the people ought 
not to pray fer a ſight of their ſin:, which they ſee not in order 
to Repentance, or can he mean ſo? let Candor ſpeak. For that 
I ſaid before muſt be the meaning of this Adverſary, or he means 
nothing, becauſe in the other ſenſe all muſt grant that men ought 
not to tempt,provoke and mock God by praying for a fight,when 
they have it and don't ufe it. What then is the Cancluiton of this 
Mattcr? why plainly this,that from G.F. faying that rheſe who /ay 
the Loyd guve 1 4 ſight ofourſins, that have @ ſight of them already 
and for ſake them nct, do thereintempt God : This Enemy of ours, 
makes no {cruple of Conſcience to infer and conclude that IP 
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fays, that we #ught uot to pray to God to give ut 4 fight of our ſins at 
al, without any regard to the Diſt.nftion of having tlie fight al- 
ready, be it that ſuch have forſaken what God has given them a 


ſight of, or that they have Sins they have yet no fight of,yet G.F, 


ſays,we muſt not pray for a {13ht of our ſins,if this Adverfary may 
be cxedited. Well,the Lord Gol Almighty,who is the Searcher 
of all Hearts, knows the end of this Perlon in writinz and 
ſpccacins theſe Calumnies and Perverfions, an4 with him I leave 
him anJ his Work, but fo, as that I ſincerely defire, that he may 
have a fizht of his ſia againſt God an1an harmlef: People, if he 
as ignorantly ; anJ that he may fincerely repent, and find Mex- 
cy with the Lord, if he as malicioully, betore he goes benee 
and be no more lcen; for its not a ſleight thing to mif: harge,1n} 
that {0 perempto:ily too, an entire People, about mat:crs of the 
World that is wit1out ead. 


L ſhall conclude this D-fence with theſe three 
things, the firſt is, that moſt of the Opinions he 
calls ours aro n»t ſo evinced, or ſo much as attemp- 
ted tobe proved by the Author of the Libel againſt 
us, 2dly, Tholc that tre endeavoured to be faſtened 
on us, have not their duc pro. f,one Perion it may be 
is produced to make good a Charge againſt a Body of 
People z would our Adverſaries be thus uſed ? would 
they be concluded by the Word or Att of any one 
Member of their numerous Communion ? cert-inly 
no : Beſides, the Proofs that are brought, are ſome 
lame, others perverted, and fomz forged, which 
looks very diſhonourable on the part of our Accvler, 
firſt to miſ-charge, then mil-cite, and I:ftly wrack 
words, well intended, to extort, it poſſible, a Contes 
ſion of guilt : but the truth is, Error can only be main- 
tlined by Error, and therefore there 15 no wongd. 7 in 
the caſe. This is the Uſage we have moſtly met 5h s 
JUG 


| g” —_— : 
put thanks be t0iGod we arc ncither ſurprized nox 
unqrepared, 


Laſtly,T do hereby offer a fair and free Conference 
with the Author or Authors of the Libel, or any 0. 
ther that can ſoberly pretend to a Conſcientious Dif. 
fatisfation about our Faith or Practice, at (uch time 
as ſhall be mutually agreed upon to be convenieat, 

And this I ofter, not out of Vanity or Oftenrtation, 
| but in Duty to God my great Lord and Maſter, and 
, in good will to all ſuch Perſons, and did not theſe 
| Conliderations prevail, and carry me to this Conge- 
ſcention,my manifold Affairs and the many and large 
Books I have alrcady writ on occaſion of theſe and 
the like Imputations, would have diflwaded me irom 
any freſh undertaking of this nature, and ſufhcieat- 
ly guarded me againſt all RefleCtions upon my $i. 
tence, 


I am a Friend to Mankind 
William Pern, 
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